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Foreign Direct Investment Roundup Across Europe
12 July 2022
by Anna Monteiro

Being that the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 tournament is underway, and Wimbledon has come to a close,
I'll devote this foreign direct investment roundup to the region. Plus, there have been quite a few
announcements during Q2 so let’s get started.

In Belgium, the government there has drafted legislation to establish a framework to screen foreign
direct investments. Part of that framework will be a new central body (the Screening Committee) that
will deal with foreign investments representing more than 10% or 25% of the company's shares,
depending on the area of investment. While no draft text is available, a 2023 effective date is expected.
And if you’'re following the UEFA tournament, Belgium tied with Iceland earning 1 point.

ESMA published its Final Report on its review of the Short Selling Regulation (SSR).

ESMA's proposals in the Final Report include:

e establish a centralized notification and publication system;

e publication of aggregated NSPs per issuer;

e publish the issued share capital of companies that are admitted to trading or traded in the EU
and not included in the list of exempted shares;

e introduce a five-year record keeping obligation for persons entering a short sale;

e changes to the provisions which govern emergency measures, to facilitate the streamlining of
issuing bans and standardizing the format of bans; and

e harmonizing the sanctions for breaches imposed across Member States.

In Group D with the Belgians, the French have secured a win, earning them 3 points. On the regulatory
front in May, the following French order (arrété ministériel) came into effect lowering the disclosure
threshold (in share capital or/and voting rights) to 90% from 95% when crossing (upwards or
downwards) in a French issuer with shares admitted to trading on Euronext Growth.

The government of Iceland is seeking comments regarding the enactment of a law on the review of
foreign direct investment, particularly with regard to national security and public order. Coming on the
heels of that consultation being issued, Iceland tied with Belgium in the Group D first round games.

The Netherlands sit in Group C; the only Group that does not have a clear leader with all 4 teams
earning 1 point in first round of play. While the Netherlands’ parliament adopted a framework (Dutch)
for national security investment screening. The regime encompasses acquisitions of control related to
'critical infrastructure companies' (e.g. energy, ports, banking), 'managers of corporate campuses'
(where public-private collaboration occurs involving technology of strategic importance) and 'sensitive
technology' (military and dual-use). In the case of 'sensitive technology', the regime also extends to
acquiring significant influence and minority shareholdings of 10%, 20% and 25% of the relevant entity.




In April, Norway’s Ministry of Finance (MoF) proposed a draft bill (Norwegian only) amending the
substantial shareholding disclosure rules in the Norwegian Securities Trading Act (STA). The draft is a
step towards harmonizing Norway’s rules with the TDA adopted in 2015 by EU. It's not clear when the
Parliament will take up the draft, but we anticipate this to be in Q3 or Q4 this year with an effective date
sometime later. Norway is currently at 1-1 in Group A sitting at 3™ place after the 2" round of play.

Recently, Poland’s government extended the temporary FDI measures first put in place during Covid-19
to now 60 months. These measures are now due to end on 25 July 2025.

Earlier in June, the threshold for the mandatory offer requirement in Poland under the Act on Public
Offerings was amended to 50% of voting rights with effect from 30 May 2022. If the 50% threshold is
exceeded, a shareholder or an entity who acquired the shares indirectly is obliged to launch a
mandatory offer for the sale or exchange of all the remaining shares in the public company.

Fielding a strong side in Group B, Spain currently has 3 points and will play Germany today in 2™ round
play to decide the Group’s leader. Circular 2/2022 was published in Spain’s Official Gazette on 8 June.
The Circular provides an updated substantial shareholder notification form that has been modified to
consider loyalty shares that grant double voting rights. While the forms have not taken effect yet, they
are available in English and Spanish in the Circular along with explanatory notes. The Circular will enter
into force on 6 August 2022 at which time we believe that the new disclosure forms will be available on
the CNMV website.

Switzerland may follow other EU nations by screening for foreign direct investment in Swiss companies
on public policy or national security grounds. The Swiss government has opened a consultation for such
matter and will run until 9 September 2022. While that is being decided, the Swiss women’s team will
play Sweden tomorrow to see who will get the first 3 points in Group C.

The host nation England has shown a strong performance through two rounds of play securing the
leader position in Group A. They play Northern Ireland tomorrow who unfortunately will exit the
tournament afterwards. Leaving the football world for a minute, there were several changes out of the
United Kingdom starting with the Economic Crime (Transparency and Enforcement) Bill introduced in
the UK became an Act in April; as a result a new Register of Overseas Entities will be created. Any
overseas entity must take reasonable steps to, amongst other things, identify any registrable beneficial
owners (including persons holding 25% or more of the shares or voting rights, see also Schedule 2 of Act)
in relation to the entity.

Overseas entities who already own land in the UK will be given six months to register their beneficial
owners or managing officers. This 6-month period will not begin until the new register has been
launched.

Also in the UK, Guernsey, Isle of Man, and Jersey the Takeover Panel released its response paper to its
Consultation from 2021 which set out to codify its well-established practice that a custodian or
depository is not treated as interested in relevant securities for the purposes of the Code. A new Note
was introduced on the definition of “interests in securities” in the Code to make this clear. The
amendments to the Code set out in the Response Statement came effective on 13 June 2022.


https://www.aoslogin.com/lomwebaos/ENDUSER/viewCKEditorDoc.cfm?docID=12AECED1C8E6DD6F82B1&location=42F29A958A&ProdID=12AECB
https://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/download.xsp/WDU20220001137/O/D20221137.pdf
https://boe.es/boe/dias/2022/06/08/pdfs/BOE-A-2022-9384.pdf
http://www.cnmv.es/Portal/Legislacion/ModelosN/ModelosN.aspx?id=COM
https://www.seco.admin.ch/seco/en/home/seco/nsb-news.msg-id-88884.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/economic-crime-transparency-and-enforcement-bill-2022-overarching-documents/factsheet-the-register-of-overseas-entities-web-accessible
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2022/10/schedule/2/enacted
https://www.thetakeoverpanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/RS2021_1.pdf#page=32

Rounding out this quarter’s coverage is the release of PCP 2022/2 by the Takeover Panel for public
comment. This consultation paper sets out several proposed amendments to the presumptions of the
definition of "acting in concert" in the Takeover Code. Among the proposed changes is raising the
threshold in what is currently presumption (1) of the definition of "acting in concert" (which relates to
companies) from 20% to 30%, so as to align it with the threshold in the Code’s definition of "control".
The comment period is open through 23 September 2022.

That's it for this Q2 foreign direct investment roundup but the UEFA Women’s Euro Tournament goes
through to 31 July - so enjoy the games!

Regulatory content used in this publication has been sourced through Rulefinder, a leading source of
regulatory intelligence for global shareholding disclosure requirements.

About Solutions Atlantic: Solutions Atlantic is a market leader in providing shareholding disclosure
solutions to the global financial services industry. For over 20 years, its Regulatory Reporting System
(RRS) has been at the forefront of global shareholding disclosure obligations and currently supports a
client base having over $10 trillion in aggregated assets under management. With regulatory rules for
over 100 jurisdictions, RRS leads the way in complete workflow automation including monitoring,
alerting, and generating submission-ready disclosures reports. Solutions Atlantic serves a global
customer base and is headquartered in Boston, MA. [l


https://www.thetakeoverpanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/PCP-2022_2-Presumptions-of-the-definition-of-acting-in-concert.pdf
https://www.aosphere.com/aos/shareholding-disclosure

